










July 22, 2011


Greetings Folks,


First off, we want to apologize for taking so long to write to you to thank you for the incredible hospitality that you showed to us when we visited you in the Val Sacra in April; when we got back home, everything that was left behind was still there waiting for us, along with all of the new things too! This is no excuse, but just reality...


We have talked so many times of the day that we spent with the two of you, and your father. From the first moment of our meeting in Borgiallo, until we were taken back down to Cuorne, you filled the hours with kindness and outstanding hospitality. 


We never expected to be taken in for a lovely home cooked meal, (we're still trying to find Lardo back here in California!), (complete with your excellent Piemontese wines, Silvano), and to be regaled with such great stories and fascinating information about the Val Sacra and the family histories.


Getting to see Jimmy Giovanda's house and meet Pino was a special treat as well!


Going back to Colleretto Castelnuovo in a car was quite an experience after our trek up the mountain from Castelamonte three years earlier! It was much more comfortable! What a delight as well to meet the kind woman who drove those two crazy Americans back down the hill after their hike! She probably thought; "Oh no! Here they are again!".


It was a little sad to see that where the family house once stood, there are now parking spaces, but it was easy to see that the view from the house must have been very impressive... but is there any place in the Val Sacra that does not have impressive views?


It was such a special opportunity for us to be able to visit the churches in both towns, and to be able to see the recordss from centuries ago, with the Vironda name listed repeatedly! The Cemetario was also a wonderful chance to see the names, (complete with photographs), and to spend some time in quiet reflection of so many years of family histories.


You made this visit to the "Homeland" so memorable, and it is so wonderful for these towns and their inhabitants that there are those that care to preserve the history and the memories so well.


We thank you again for the kindness and warmth that you showed to us, and we hope that some day we will be able to return the favor. Please pass on all best wishes to your father, Marita, and to Pino as well.






Kind Regards,

